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A Look at Some of Swaziland’s Leader 


by Marvin Brammeier, Cardiff, Missions 


The King 
At the head of our list of Swazi- 


land’s leaders is the Paramount Chief, 


sometimes referred to as the “King”. 
He is an elderly man named Sob- 
huza II. The natives call him the 
Ngwenyama, which means the “lion” 
of Swaziland. The clan to which he 
belongs was originally called “Mona”, 
which means jealousy. Born in 1899, 
Sobhuza II has been Paramount 
Chief since 1921. He is said to have 
93 wives, chosen from all parts of the 
country, and so many children that 
no specific count is available. 

It is not a foregone conclusion that 
the King’s eldest son will be his 
successor. When Sobhuza dies, the 
elders of the tribe will choose the 
new king. Their choice will be deter- 
mined by the reputation which the 
boy’s mother enjoys in the commun- 
ity, not the boy himself. This brings 
with it the very difficult, if not im- 
possible, task of educating and train- 
ing a successor. 

The Queen Mother 

Running a close second to the 
King is the Queen Mother. Although 
Sobhuza’s mother is dead, there must 
nevertheless be a Queen Mother. His 
aunt, who is called the Ndhlovukati, 
or Cow Elephant, holds that position. 
She is always consulted on all 
political and national affairs. 

The Queen Mother’s royal kraal 
is at Lobamba, 27 miles from Lozi- 
thlezi, King Sobhuza’s headquarters. 
It is here at Lobamba that most of 
the national festivals and ceremonies 
of the Swazi people take place. 


Twa 


The Queen Mother can 
rain, but only gentle rain. The 
rain, accompanied by thunder 
lightning, is made only by 
mount Chief. In Swaziland it 


Chief and the Queen Mother do 


co-operate. | 
Closely linked with the coming 
rain is a ceremony which takes plz 


Mother. A jet-black bull is led in 
the kraal, and pommelled to dea 
by Swazi youths. This takes a h 
time. Then a holy fire is lit, 
the new rain must put out. If ra 
does not come, then something 
seriously wrong. 

The Witch Doctor | 

Although witch doctoring in Swa 

land is illegal, there are indica 
that their activity is increasing, n 
decreasing. Because he longs f 
some sort of power against the fore 
of nature, the Swazi still looks to t 
witch doctor for help. For example F 
does not believe in “natural” deat 
but thinks that a spell was put on t 
dead man, otherwise he would 
have died. In one instance a man 
South Africa is, supposed to ha 
said: “Yes, I agree that a Eur 
pean doctor can perhaps cure us b 
ter than a native medicine man, b 
the doctor can not tell who cause 
the spell which gave us the diseasé 
Consequently, the Swazi will hire 
witch doctor to put a spell on som 
one else, or to avert spells being py 
on himself by another. 


Hi The witch doctor's costume, worn 
ily in private, includes python 
ins which flow out of his head- 
ress for a distance of eighteen feet 
J more, a whip made of the tails of 
2 ildebeasts, and he wears a hideous- 
boking mask. But even when not in 
professional costume, those who 
| g20w something about witch doctor- 
watg, can identify the man, because 
we usually wears, in his hair, a tiny 
)@aain of blue and white beads, 
ardly noticeable because of their 
“)mall size. It is the custom that only 
‘4 small number of people in a com- 
‘“$nunity know who the witch doctor 
“Pctually is. 


lhe Swazis need Christ 
From the foregoing it is not diffi- 
Jult to see the need for Lutheran 


mission work in Swaziland. Into this 
land of magic and witch doctoring 
must come the clear message of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. This Gospel 
of forgiveness alone can overcome 
the superstitions which prevail, This 
Gospel alone can show the true 
meaning of life as it is. This Gospel 
alone brings the true Saviour, God’s 
only begotten Son who died for them, 
to men. This Gospel alone can bring 
hope to the hearts of the Swazis, 
who now have no hope and are with- 
out God in the world. 

We have this Gospel. We know 
what it has done for us, and what it 
can do in the lives of everyone who 
hears it. We therefore resolved, 
at this year’s Synod in Cardiff, to 
take this Gospel to Swaziland. This 
is your privilege and mine. 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


rt To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs, Grace WicsTon, 


Holy Trinity, London, who died 1 September at the age of 79 years: from 
Mr. and Mrs. William Aichroth, Mrs. A. M. Kahl, the Misses Marie and 
Charlotte Lawton, total £4 for the Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Frank Serr, Holy 
Trinity, London, who died 16 September at the age of 76 years: 


from 


ef Mr. and Mrs. William Aichroth £1 for the Church Extension Fund, 


at To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. WitLuiAM AUFDEM- 
; BERG, Orange, California: from friends and relations in America $81, the 
Rev. and Mrs. Floyd Bosch $5, total $86 for the Church Extension Fund. 


Extension Fund. 


| To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. W. Freria: from 
the Rev. George Bornemann, Elmhurst, Illinois, $5 for the Church 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Grorce C, Lawron: 
from St. Johns Ladies Guild, Adell, Wisconsin, Miss Ann Zuengler, Mrs. 
u Ella Winter, total $15 for the Church Extension Fund. (A total £235 has 

been received in memorial donations to Mr. Lawton by the Luther- 
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Tyndale Treasurer for the new organ fund.) 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Jonn Scumrrr from 
his nephew, Bruce Grinager, $20 for the Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Prerre Bremanr of 
Monauban, France: from Mr. and Mrs. A, Brooke £2 for the Church 


Extension Fund. 
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THREE 


The Word Shall Stand 


THOU SHALT... 


Do you mind if we spend a little 
time on the subject of the Ten Com- 
mandments? 

Not at all. In fact I believe it is 
necessary that we should do so, be- 
cause of the false ideas that so many 
people in Christian countries have 
concerning them. 

What false ideas are you referring 
to? 

Well, you must often have heard 
people say something like this: So 
long as I try to do my best to keep 
the commandments no one, no one 
will ever be able to hold anything 
against me; or: I think I am keep- 
ing the commandments as well as the 
next man—and as well as many 
churchgoers — and I think I should 
end’ up in the right place. If I don’t, 
I'll have plenty of company. In any 
case, I don’t see how a God of love 
could condemn anyone to eternal 
damnation. 

What do you say to people like 
this? 

First of all : the perfectly holy God 
cannot accept anything from us but 
holiness and perfection. Then this: 
“If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us.” (I John 1 :8). And finally 
this: God is love—there is no 
greater truth in all the world — but 
God is justice as well; and where 
there is sin, where there is the slight- 
est deviation from God’s command- 
ments in thought or word or deed — 
there is the fearful curse and punish- 
ment and damnation of God. 


FOUR 


I understand the Ten C 
ments are often divided into 
groups. Why is this? 

This comes about because some 
the commandments speak of our du 
to God and others of our duty to o 
fellowmen. The first three (accordiny 
to the arrangement which is custom 
ary in the Lutheran Church) have 
do with our relation to God and 
long to what we call the First Table 
The other seven have to do with ow 
relation to our fellowmen and mak 
up the Second Table. Let us concer) 
trate for the moment on those tha 
speak of our duty to God. 

I seem to recollect a passage in th» 
New Testament where the tw» 
duties are placed side by side. 

There are, in fact, several suci 
passages. One occurs in Matthew 22 
Here we are told how one of th 
Pharisees came to Jesus after He hae 
silenced the Sadducees and put t 
Him the question : “Master, which 3 
the greatest commandment in th 
Law?” Jesus answered: “Love th 
Lord your God with all your hear# 
with all your soul, with all you 
mind. That is the greatest command) 
ment. It comes first. The second 4 
like it : Love your neighbour as your" 
self.” 

So it is right to say, then, that ou 
duty to God always comes first? 

It is so necessary that this trut! 
should be emphasized again ans 
again, perhaps especially in our tim»: 
when it so often seems to be questt 
ioned or ignored. People seem to be 
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> busy with their work, their homes 
nd gardens and cars, their pleasure 
nd recreation, their boy friends and 
irl friends, their picnics and parties 
nd outings, their families and friends 
ind guests, their social “obligations” 
nd community activities — so busy, 
hat the Lord with His claims be- 
‘omes somewhat of an unwelcome 
ntruder. He is pushed away into a 
corner and people say—not in 
jvords, of course—that they wish 
de would know His place; or He is 
thased out of the house altogether 
ind told — not in so many words, it 
s true — not to disturb the “smooth” 
sourse of the family’s activities. This 
's how He is often regarded who has 
both the power and the right to say : 
|‘Love the Lord your God with all 
{not part of) your soul, All your soul, 
with all your mind.” 

What is the situation of a person 
ho deals with the Lord in this way? 
Your real god is always that person 
or thing which takes first place in 
lyour heart and life. If money and 
earthly pleasure are your great pas- 
ion in life, then clearly these are 
your gods. They rule your life. If 
your friend or parent or child or 
spouse is the one whom you want to 
please first and above all, then that 
erson is your God. If Christ your 
d and Saviour does not come first 
with you in your heart and in your 
life, then He is not your God. You 
have another god, a false god, an 
idol. 

God’s commandments certainly 
do require very much of us, don’t 
they? 

Nothing in the world is more true 
than that. God expects that we love 
Him with all our heart and with all 
our soul and with all our mind., He 
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expects that we should fear and love 
and trust in Him above all things. 
He expects that we have no other 
gods instead of or besides Him. He 
expects to come first — in everything, 
in every conceivable aspect of our life. 
He expects also that we treat His 
name — shall we rather say all the 
various names by which He _ has 
revealed Himself to us—with the 
utmost respect and reverence. He 
expects that we use His name—what- 
ever form that name may take—only 
for holy purposes that bring honour 
and glory upon Himself. He forbids 
us to use it for the purposes of curs- 
ing and swearing, and all kinds of 
witchcraft and superstition, and 
bringing to men teachings which are 
not in accordance with Scripture. 
Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain — that is His 
solemn injuction in the Second Com- 
mandment. 


There surely are not many who 
can say that they have at all times 
perfectly done their duty towards 
God. 


There is not a single one — excep- 
ting our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. He kept the Law perfectly 
in every single point, in thought and 
desire word and deed. He did it for 
us. And He suffered and died on the 
cross in order to pay with His holy 
precious blood for our transgressions. 
In Him, and in Him alone, we have 
forgiveness for our sins. Only if we by 
faith possess His righteousness and 
the benefits of His blood are we right- 
eous before God and can stand be- 
fore Him. In Christ alone there is 
the strength to mend our lives and to 
serve our Heavenly Father. 


W. P. BorGas. 


FIVE 


LUTHERANS MEET 


Summer is conference time. Then churchmen meet to study and | 
together, to share and discuss plans and problems, and so to be of hel 
one another. This work increases as the world shrinks and we see n 
clearly that we are “members one of another”. The work of our brothe1 
Australia is not a different work but the same as ours. We can help 
another. Conferences serve to channel this help. 


Lahti, July 25-27 

This summer was rich in conferences for our church. The ELCE 
represented at Lahti in Finland at the Fourth European Missions Confer 
by its Chairman and the Preceptor of 
Westfield House. This conference 
centred its attention on the task in 
Europe: diagnosis of the needs, 
equipment to meet those needs, and 
learning from one another’s exper- 
iences. Host of this conference was 
the Free Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Finland which has been 
blessed with promising young men 
eager to expand the outreach of their 
church. Pastor of the host congrega- 
tion was the Rev. R. Efraimson. 
Three German Lutheran Free 
Churches were represented and also 
our sister church in France. From 
overseas came Dr. C. Hoopmann Of -wegrilt Bavepoun Midsioke Caen 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lahti, 
Australia and three representatives 
ef the Lutheran Church Missouri  jscsding wnte repicoontatiocs éf lt aie 
Synod. Realistic assessment and rom five European countries, besides wi 
vigorous plans for quickened activity from America and Australia. 
characterised this conference. 


Helsinki, July 30 - August 11 

Bigness characterised the next conference attended by the same represe 
tives of the ELCE as Official Visitors. At the Fourth Assembly of the Luthe 
World Federation there were 282 delegates from 63 member churches. 
Missouri Synod, which is the largest Lutheran church which is no 
member, sent twenty representatives who as Official Visitors took par 
the group discussions but not the plenary sessions of the Assembly, altho 
its President, Dr. O. Harms, was given an opportunity to address 
Assembly. He spoke of the Missouri Synod’s concern for Lutheran unity 
willingness to work for such unity on the basis of Scripture and the Cor 
sions, and its intention not to waver in its loyalty to these. 
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The Assembly made changes in its constitution which emphasised that it 
s “a free association of Lutheran Churches. It shall not exercise churchly 
unctions on its own authority, nor shall it have power to legislate for the 
hurches belonging to it or to limit the autonomy of any member church.” 
"hese changes were proposed in consultation with the Missouri Synod. | 

For the 52 million Lutherans whose churches are members the Assembly 
neant a rallying to its great undertakings. These are indicated by the 
‘ederation’s Commissions : Theology, Inter-confessional Research, World | 
Aissions, World Service, Stewardship and Congregational Life. Naturally | 
ot all members are equally interested in each aspect of the Federation’s | 
york. 

The item which absorbed more interest and time than any other was the | 
doctrine of Justification. Here too there were different interests. Some 
rere preoccupied with “modern man’, and called for a statement shaped to i 
is taste. Others called for a reaffirmation of the traditional doctrine of 1 
istification which, while contemporary, would be informed by Scripture il! 
nd the Confessions. Others wanted to see our obedience as an essential part 
f justification. A summary of the discussion which tried to include the 
arious viewpoints was presented to the Assembly and rejected. A revision 
f this was also not accepted but was referred to the Commission on it 
‘heology. i 

The Chairman of that Commission had earlier observed, “Not just through Hi 
ractical work together, but only through common striving for clarity with | 

| 


gard to the Gospel as the “true treasure of the church”, through common 
ruggling for a real (and not simply formally expressed) “agreement concern- 
ig the Doctrine of the Gospel” will Lutheran churches genuinely be able 
» grow together, and act together in a promising way.” 

Why was our church represented? We simply cannot live to ourselves. We 
‘e involved in Lutheranism, and while there may be sad variations, there 
e also signs of growth and strength, and we are to help in whatever way i 
e can. One of the Pope’s two representatives said he found more strength H 
- Helsinki than he had been led to expect from his reading of contemporary 
utheran theologians. 

Dr. F. Fry of the Lutheran Church in America is succeded as President 
y another American, Dr. F. Schiotz of the American Lutheran Church. 
ach of these bodies is roughly the same size as the Lutheran Church — 
fissouri Synod, and the three together include most of America’s seven 
illion Lutherans. 


Cambridge, August 13-15 
This conference with our sister churches round the world was housed in 
aius College, founded 1348. Twelve of them were represented. The 
nference was given to study of the doctrine of the church. Dr. J. 
ottmann of Brazil spoke of it on the basis of the Scripture, Dr. €. Hoop- 
ann of Australia on the basis of the Confessions, and Dr. M. Roensch of 
ermany outlined its history. Much attention was also given to the 
1estion of how we are to live this doctrine which reaches into the corners 
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Twelve churches from six continents at 


International Lutheran Theological Conference at Cambridge 


S i aKS ais tt how groups of Christians are to be relate 


( Ne a S L as 


London, August 
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acraments. Here lies the power and authority of the Ministry and not in 
ny tradition or type of church government which may vary. 


What achieved? 
Four conferences, and what was achieved? Some immediate and practical 
sults, the long term build-up of teamwork, mutual admonition and 
ncouragement, diagnosis of divisions — which divisions are for the Gospel’s 
ike and because of our sins—the strength of our unity with other 
utherans, the reasons for our lack of unity with yet other Lutherans. There 
re grave problems. There are greater needs and opportunities. We have 
een given the equipment. In these conferences Lutherans have been helping 
ne another. What achieved? Much, and there is promise of much more. 


Vews from our churches | 
LANS FOR THREE NEW CHURCHES UNDER WAY 


‘ontemporary Designs for Petts Wood, Sunderland, Harlow 


Plans, at varying stages, of completion, are being drawn by architects and 
sidered by building committees for three new ELCE churches at Sunder- 
nd, Petts Wood, and Harlow. All three buildings will be of contemporary 
esign, will accommodate a maximum 200-250 worshippers, and, it is 
timated, will be built at a cost of £20,000 including some furnishings and 


1 professional fees. 
At Christ Lutheran Church, Petts 
ood, the Rev. John Sims, pastor, where 
€ congregation since its inception in 
58 has been worshipping in a public 
Wl, Architect G. Cook has submitted 
signs which have been accepted by the 
ngregation and by the local authority. 
In an interview given to the Kentish 
mes of 20 September, Mr. Cook spoke 
the proposed building in Poverest 
pad, Petts Wood, not so much as an 
posing public building but “first and 
remost the home of a Lutheran com- 
unity”, in which the merging of worship 
to everyday life is reflected. Worship 
ace and fellowship space, which to- 
ther seat 250, are separated by a light 
bric screen. The focal point is the altar 
th pews on three sides. On the outside, 
triangular roof lantern and a cross re- 
ace the traditional dome or spire to 
ark the place of the altar beneath. The 
loating’’ roof of the worship room, Mr. 
90k said, is composed of three triangles 
lich “‘create the effect of a cover round 
e pivot of the community’. The building 
ll be of brick with a timber roof, the 
o ~walls flanking the altar inside, of 
me. A walled garden and terrace will 
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add interest to the exterior. 


St. Timothys Lutheran Congregation, 
Sunderland, Co. Durham, the Rev. 
Ronald Suckow, pastor, gave qualified 
approval on Tuesday, 24 September, to 
sketch proposals for a church that 
resembles the prow of a ship. This form, 
besides recalling an ancient symbol for the 
church and reflecting the fact that ship- 
building is Sunderland’s first industry, is 
ideally suited to the triangular shape of the 
site on Alexandra Road where the church 
is to be built. The plan proposes a two- 
level structure, a church seating 170 with 
a social room below. 


At Harlow, Essex, where the “church 
without walls’, under discussion since 
1960 and revised repeatedly to bring its 
cost down to the limiting figure of 
£20,000, failed to get planning approval, 
a new firm of architects has been em- 
ployed and a fresh start made. Robert 
Maguire and Keith Murray, designers of 
the celebrated contemporary - Anglican 
church in Bow Common, London, have 
made their first rough proposals to a 
committee of Pastor V. Hennig’s Harlow 
Lutheran Church. 
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Our Churches in the News 


South Wales Echo, 
Friday, August 16, 1963 


THEY LOVE THIS SCHOOL 


A special holiday course is being held 
in the Lutheran Church, Fairwater, this 
week for the children who love going to 
Sunday school. 

Every morning, 27 children aged from 
five to twelve arrive at the Lutheran 
church at nine o’clock and have lessons 
on the Bible till lunch time. 

Most of them are Sunday school 
“regulars”. They have been enjoying the 
holiday course of reading, handicrafts 
and studying so much that they have 
persuaded many of their friends to join, 
too, 

The pastor, the Rev. Marvin Brammeier, 
who was formerly a Lutheran pastor in 
Southern California, opened the course 
this week and recruited six teenagers as 
teachers. 

Linda Burston and Billy Davey, both 
aged 16 and pupils of Waterhall Second- 
ary Modern School, are teaching there for 
the week. Linda wants to be a hospital 
almoner and Billy hopes to be a Lutheran 
minister. They agreed that they are 
deriving as much benefit from the course 
as their young pupils. 

“Sunday school classes are too brief,” 
Mr, Brammeier said. ‘‘By giving lessons 
every morning, we give them more time 
for studying and doing things. We had no 
difficulty in getting four teenage girls and 
two boys to help. We may hold other 
courses later.” 

One incident has marred the week. On 
Wednesday afternoon, after school hours, 
thieves broke in and stole the collection— 
about £3. 

They got in through a small window 
about 20ft from the ground. 

Mrs. Brammeier, the pastor’s wife saw 
a boy’s head poking through one of the 
windows when she knew the church had 
been locked up. She shouted, ‘““‘What are 
you doing in there?” The boy replied: 
“T fell inside.” 

By the time she returned with the keys 
the church was empty and the money 
had disappeared, though no other damage 
had been done. 


TEN 


South Devon Times, 
Friday, August 16, 1963 


SCHOOL IN THE HOLIDAYS— 
AND IT’S FUN! 


Tt was back to school in the: holidays: 
for 29 youngsters in Plympton this week— 
and they enjoyed it. It was a Monday-to- 
Friday Sunday School, an idea impasten 
from Canada by the Lutheran Pastor, thes 
Rev. Robert Bruer. 

This morning pupils were able to shod 
their parents some of the tangible results 
of their holiday school. 

“Its a great success and we hope to 
hold these Bible schools annually from 
now on,” said the Rey. Bruer, “We have 
varied programmes of general activities 
and religious instruction.” 

The theme of the week’s lessons was 
“God’s Children Pray,” and among the 
items on display today was a plaque off 
aluminium on a wooden base, depicting @ 
pair of hands in prayer. This plaque was 
made by the eight to 11-year-olds. 


PROJECTS 

The younger children, from three te 
seven, were given various projects to com. 
plete, including handicrafts and diepres» 
figures illustrating Bible stories. 

Mrs. Bruer helped her husband witl 
the classes, and so did eight adults ane 
teenagers. 

Lessons started with a short service or] 
worship, and the children were taught .¢| 
hymn each day. Then one of the teacher | 
would give a talk on the next day’s hymir, 
and classes would divide into age group)! 
for Bible lessons. 

A break for games and refreshment anc! 
then another lesson before the project 
began. 

A full morning’s work, but the childre) 
loved it, and parents were glad to cc) 
operate in this new scheme. 


CHURCH’S WORK 

“From our point of view we felt the: 
not only are we taking advantage of th 
extra time of the children by giving them) 
something to do, but the Church is alsy 
taking part of this spare time to carry ov! 
the work of teaching,” said the Pastor. 
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HARLOW’S HOLIDAY BIBLE SCHOOL IN ACTION 


Harlow Gazette, 
Friday, August 30, 1963 


OUT AND ABOUT IN HARLOW 


At Tye Green, children have been 
jumping at the opportunity of going to 
school during the school holidays. 

The opportunity was the Bible School 
run by the Lutheran Church all last week. 


So many turned up on the first day 
hat Pastor Valentine Hennig had to tell 
hem: “Don’t say too much about what 
you have been doing when you talk to 
your friends’. 

He had enough equipment to keep 30 
shildren busy, but the word soon went 
ound and over 40 children went along. 


One little girl was perhaps too keen to 
yet there. She arrived in a great hurry 
and had to be sent home again to put on 
4 pair of what every little girl should not 
orget to put on! 

Once the attendance grew to over 30, 
many of the children had to content 
hemselves with sitting, watching and 
1elping, and they did so without any fuss. 
They were glad to be there. 


It was the third “school” to be held at 
he church and the programme each day 
was a one-hour Bible lesson followed by a 
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Walter Jenn Ltd., 


Harlow Gazette photo 


small service, a handicrafts session and a 
sing-song. 

The children sat at three large tables 
with one teacher at each—Pastor Hennig, 
Mrs. Hennig and Mrs. T. Nickless. The 
boxes that the books and lessons arrived 
in, were piled in the only available space 
left on the altar—-and the children 
busied themselves with their work. 

On Friday evening a final service was 
held when parents went along to see the 
work their children had done. 

It was an open school and children 
of all denominations were welcomed. 
About half were not children of members. 


) _. ANNOUNCEMENT —— 
4TH LWLGB CONVENTION 


The Fourth Annual Convention of 
the Lutheran Women’s League of 
Great Britain will take place on 
Sunday, 20 October, at St. Pauls 
Lutheran Church, Boreham Wood. 


The theme for the meeting which 
will begin at 2 p.m. is “Abounding 
in Works of Love’. The Rev. Floyd 
Bosch, Luther—Tyndale pastor, will 
be the key speaker. 
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THE COVER 


SHE ENJOYS 
THIS SCHOOL 


Holiday Bible Schools, 
held at several ELCE 
churches during the 
summer, were given 
enthusiastic accounts by 
local newspaper re- 
porters. See ‘‘Our 
church in the NEWS” 
on pages 10-11. 


Harlow Gazette 
photo 


‘Some Fellow 


named 
Martin Luther’ 


A semi-literate millionaire casually mentioned i 
conference that he had just tossed out an old B 
which had been lying around for generations in 
ancestral home in Germany. A newspaper colu 
ist present asked: “Who printed it, do you reca’ 
The man thought for a moment, scratched his he 
and answered: “Somebody called Guten... , so 
thing or other”. The columnist blurted out: ‘ 
idiot, you threw away one of the first books « 
printed. A copy of it recently sold at an auc 
for $300,000 !”” Unstirred and without emotion, 
millionaire flipped his cigarette and said: “My c 
wouldn’t have brought much — some fellow nai 
Martin Luther had scribbled all over it.” 


The Rev. A. R. Sueflow, Director of Conca 
Historical Institute of the Lutheran Churce 
Missouri Synod, quotes this story from Amer 
humourist Bennett Cerf. It’s only a story, bu 
shows how easily something of historical value: 
be discarded. 


* 


If you have anything of historical value 
relates to the early days of the ELCE oj 
your congregation, send it to: 


THE ARCHIVIST 
(The Rev. Ronald Suckow ) 
HISTORICAL INSTITUTE, 

6 Nursery Close, 
Sunderland, Co. Durham 


